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received that it had in successful operation a civil government
capable of performing the duties and fulfilling the obligations
of an independent power. Mr. "Webster advocated this course,
and voted for the resolution, which was, in fact, unanimously
adopted.

At this session the President, in his annual message, alluded
to the loss of the Fortification Bill at the close of the last ses-
sion, and said that " much injury and inconvenience have been
experienced in consequence of " it. He added that " this failure
was the more to be regretted, not only because it interrupted
and delayed the progress of a system of national defence, pro-
jected immediately after the last war, and since steadily pur-
sued, but also because it contained a contingent appropriation,
inserted in accordance with the views of the Executive, in aid
of this important object, and other branches of the national de-
fence, some portions of which might have been most usefully
applied during the past season."

This was the first intimation that had ever been given that
the three million appropriation proposed by that bill was c; in
accordance with the views of the Executive;" and even this
did not go so far as to suggest that the appropriation had been
asked for or recommended by the Executive at the time it had
passed the House of [Representatives. The censure implied in
the President's remarks fell, of course, upon the Senate; and
for the Senate's rejection of the appropriation Mr. "Webster was
more responsible than any one else.

On the 1-ith of January, therefore, of the present session,
he delivered a speech, embracing an elaborate account of all the
facts attending the loss of the bill on the last night of the pre-
vious session, and restating the grounds of his opposition to it.
He reminded the country that the proposed appropriation did
not come before Congress with any Executive recommendation,
and that its character was such, that it would have vested in the
President a naked discretion as to its expenditure, without speci-
fication of object or purpose, to the entire exclusion of the ex-
ercise of all judgment on the part of Congress. He then said:
" The honorable member from Ohio,1 near me, has said that, if
the enemy had been on our shores, he would not have agreed to

1 Mr. Ewing.